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On December 4th, STREB’s second SLAM REMOTE took place at both the company’s 
home SLAM and the Crossroads Theatre.     

The following description of the event comes from our presenting partner, the State 
Theatre’s program:  “ Tonight’s performance is the culmination of an innovative 
collaboration between the State Theatre and STREB EXTREME ACTION, a dance 
company that is redefining live performing arts.  SLAM Remote uses interactive video 
technology to connect performers and audiences at Crossroads Theatre in New 
Brunswick and at the STREB Lab for Action Mechanics (SLAM) in Brooklyn—creating a 
single experience in two separate locations.    At the Brooklyn site, the STREB 
ensemble launches into their high-flying, death defying routines. Then the action 
switches to Crossroads and a remarkable group of students (as well as their teacher!) 
from Emily Fisher Charter School in Trenton.  For the past month, the hand-picked 
student ensemble has been training at their high school with members of STREB, 
learning the company’s special “PopAction” techniques. A majority of these young 
artists have had no formal dance training.   With SLAM Remote, they demonstrate that 
dancers come in all shapes and sizes, move in highly personal and individual styles, 
and that EVERYONE has the ability to express themselves through movement.  In 
keeping with STREB’s inclusive philosophy, the audience will be invited onstage at the 
end of the show to try out their own moves on the apparatus.”    

The second SLAM REMOTE was a success on multiple levels based on lessons 
learned from the first iteration of the project.  Through carefully planned and directed 
interaction between the two sites and audiences, the spirit of SLAM permeated the 
Crossroads Theatre as the New Jersey audience cheered on STREB’s action engineers 
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in live time.    Due in large part to the artistry of the videographers who captured both 
the scope and scale of Elizabeth’s work as well as the energy, personality and 
immediacy of the performers,  there was a tangible sense of connection.   The project’s 
goal to deeply engage audiences was evidenced in the incredible enthusiasm following 
the performances when the audience members stayed for more than an hour to take 
their turn at embracing action.   Both at SLAM and in NJ, there were opportunities to 
experiment on different equipment such as trapeze, trampoline, low wire and aerial 
hoops while talking with and moving alongside the performers.   

Following trial and tribulation during the first SLAM REMOTE  and after extensive 
research and consideration, the technical approach chosen was the correct one.   
Ultimately, the decision was made to use a satellite connection from SLAM to the 
Crossroads and an internet connection from NJ to SLAM.   This hybrid solution 
guaranteed both the consistency and quality of the connection and image while 
containing costs.  Much credit to “Meeting Tomorrow” the production company STREB 
engaged for their expertise, innovative thinking and consummate creativity.      

The following letter written by Elizabeth to the teacher and students of the Emily Fisher 
School encapsulates what we hoped to achieve with SLAM REMOTE.  The topline 
report of the combined survey results which have been posted on this site by 
WolfBrown are another measure of the project’s impact. 
 

Dear Ms. Miller  

I want to thank you personally for your extraordinary letter to us.  We were all jumping 
up and down and ‘teary-eyed’ during the profound performance of your students. They 
are ALL Action Heroes to us.  

Your words encapsulate the Mission and the Vision of STREB and what we believe 
frames the power manifested by the shared activity of action. Witnessing your students 
perform, live in New Jersey and Virtually at our ‘Falling Sideways’ show this December 
at S.L.A.M. was a major dream come true for me.   

Your students bravery and skill and deeply exhibited ‘personal bests’ so inspired me 
and my entire audience and my amazing dancers as they know first-hand what going 
out on your very own physical limb, feels like. The willingness to do this is certainly life 
changing.  You could feel the sensation of this change in the air and the hearts of every 
single person at S.L.A.M. that evening.  

Thank you very very much, Michele, for your belief in us, in my company, in our project, 
and in me. We look forward to crossing paths in the near future.  

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth  


